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'COME IN, Colonel''
Laurcnz opened Ungcrn's door, stood at attention on
the threshold, and saluted
'Well, Colonel, what's the news?' Ungern sounded
almost amiable 'Have you got the dispatches there ?
Give them to me          No, you needn't Just tell me
briefly what they're all about'
He's in a good temper, observed Lauren/ almost play-
ful The colonel, as he unfolded the dispatches, gioped
for the reason He recalled Lieutenant Zabiakm being
carried away flat on his face on a stretchei Would that be
it? The explanation struck him as plausible, but scarcely
certain Too much time had elapsed since Zabiakm's
whipping He was all right again by now
'A message from Chita,' Laurcnz began 'The 11 regu-
lars have derailed a train ten miles from Oloviannaya
The Japanese command has ordered a punitive expedi-
tion'
For the last moment or two Ungern had been smiling
In a slightly disturbed tone of voice the "colonel went on
'Sato is expected here to-morrow There is reason to
believe that he managed to reach Urga and had a con-
versation with the Hutukhtu At least, that is to be
gathered from a cipher telegram from the Japanese
observer, dated yesterday evening'
Laurenz glanced at the general again One thing was
clear Ungern was not listening to him He was still
smiling and staring at a point just behind the colonel's
head* Laurenz passed his hand over his hair, and made
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